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"I am here because of the report sent by the Bush administration                to the United Nations, as required of signatories to the United                Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which was                actively negotiated and signed by President George Herbert Walker                Bush and ratified by the Senate in 1992. 

               Through that treaty, the US committed to voluntarily stabilize emissions                at 1990 levels. Unfortunately, emissions have increased 13.6% in                the last decade. 

               Now that the Bush administration has acknowledged what our own National                Academy of Sciences have been telling us - that global warming caused                by humans will cause shortages of fresh water, more severe heat                waves, and the loss of fragile ecosystems - what has the administration                proposed we do?

               Adapt. 

               They tell us adapting to a changing climate is inevitable. 

               I, for one, do not think adaptation alone is an acceptable response                for the US - and even if it were, for us, the richest nation in                the world, how could developing countries adapt?

               How could a highly susceptible country like Bangladesh adapt - a                country of over a hundred million people - with 38% literacy, and                a per capita GDP of less than $3 per day. 

               This is a lowland country with over 360 miles of coastline, vulnerable                to monsoons and flooding, where a three foot rise in sea level would                wipe out the most heavily populated land areas of the country. 

               I ask our President, how can Bangladesh adapt? And there are dozens                of other countries in similar straits.

               In addition to adaptation, the Bush administration has unveiled                a "do nothing and do worse plan" to address global warming                and greenhouse gases which depends on the exact same voluntary measures                which have so miserably failed since 1992. 

               The fossil fuel producers have no intention of voluntarily reducing                the use of fuels, which are the source of their enormous profits,                no matter what the cost is to society at large. 

               Meanwhile, this week Japan joined the 15-member European Union and                ratified the Kyoto Protocol, pledging to reduce its greenhouse gas                emissions by 8% of its 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012. 

               The Protocol will very likely take effect before the end of this                year.

               The United States must regain its leadership role in dealing with                the most critical environmental issue of our lifetime. 

               I join my colleagues and call on the President to support a meaningful                plan to address global warming - with mandatory reporting and mandatory                emissions reductions. 

               Let us at least meet the goals set forth by President George Herbert                Walker Bush, in the 1992 treaty."
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